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President’s Message


As we approach the Spring season, everyone is riveted with anticipation of warmer weather and vacation time. As the President of the North Carolina State Assembly of the Association of Surgical Technologists, this is also how I feel when I think of the NCSA-AST members being a part of our professional organization, the Association of Surgical Technologist, Inc. (AST), and certified by the National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA).   For many of us, we have spent long hours balancing kids, spouses, work and school.  We did not choose this career because it was glamorous or going to make us rich one day. We chose this career out of a passionate desire to help others. So why not take that next step and become an active member of AST and a certified member of the surgical team? I often get the saying… “What do I get for being a member of AST?”; “My hospital and peers don’t care if I am certified”; or “I don’t make any more money to be certified”. So let me ask you, “Do you care?”  Every surgical technologist has the opportunity to contribute to the greater cause of enhancing our profession.  We, as Surgical Technologists, make the choice every day to give 100% to our patients so why not give them a Certified Surgical Technologist. 


You can make a difference. Take the opportunity to learn why it is so important to become a member of AST and a credentialed CST as a healthcare professional.   Educate yourself and advocate that every patient in the Operating Room deserves a Certified Surgical Technologist with continued educational training. Instead of asking “What do I get for being a member of AST,” you should ask “What do I do for my profession?” Together we can make a difference. 








President Message


Nags Head Workshop Success


Legislation 


 Asheville Workshop April 2014


Annual Meeting & Workshop, September 27, 2014
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 �  us on Facebook….NCSA-AST and get updates on North Carolina State Assembly events.





March Workshop Success


Nags Head, NC 03-15-14





 





	The Seaside Learning Workshop held in Nags Head, NC was an exciting event. There were two sponsors for the workshop. The first was The Outer Banks Hospital which provided the breakfast and attendee gifts. The second was Atlantic Excavating Inc, who provided the venue. There was sun, sand and surf in the background for this workshop.  The hostess of the workshop, Katie Dowdy, provided a wonderful opportunity for educating and networking with colleagues. 


The first presenter was Dr. Gary Hunter, who educated on the importance of understanding intraoperative anesthesia emergencies. Even though we are on the sterile side of the drape, we should be aware of what is going on with the patient’s physiology due to the impact it can have on the surgery. The other presenters Dr. David Lustig, Dr. Benjamin Winfree, and Dr. Daniel Dwyer shared surgical information that gave insight to the human anatomy and why specific surgical intervention may be needed. In the Surgical Technology profession we strive to learn preoperative, intraoperative, and postoperative surgical information to provide optimal patient care. Continuing education is critical for this reason. Thanks to everyone involved on behalf of NCSA-AST.
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Dr. Gary Hunter





The Outer Banks Hospital Surgical Crew














Workshop Attendees








Jennette’s Pier, Nags Head, NC
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**Aeger Primo- The patient is first!**








DID YOU KNOW…


�In North Carolina there are 27 laws for barbers, 29 laws for cosmetic artists, 8 laws for landscape architects, 11 laws for acupuncturist, 20 laws for athletic trainers, 18 laws for massage therapists, 20 laws for perfusionist, 5 laws for sleep study professionals, 18 laws for recreational therapists and 2 laws for tattoo artists. Did you know there is NO law for a CERTIFIED SURGICAL TECHNOLOGIST? 





Working together we can change this! 








NC Legislation Updates





AST’s legislative mission, developed by the AST House of Delegates, is “graduation from an accredited program in surgical technology and credentialing as a Certified Surgical Technologist by the National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting as a condition of employment.”





What is a Surgical Technologists?  Why is certification important to patient Safety? Surgical Technologists are involved in nearly all major surgical procedures. It is estimated that almost 46 million inpatient procedures are performed in the US and an estimated 57 million surgeries were performed in ambulatory surgery centers.  We need to educate not only congressman and women but the public about the impacts surgical technology has on patient safety!  





Legislation will require that newly-practicing surgical technologists be graduates of an accredited surgical technology program, and earn a certification as a Certified Surgical Technologist from the National Board of Surgical Technology and Surgical Assisting (NBSTSA) as a condition of employment. Any approved legislation will:


Grandfather currently practicing surgical technologists.


Protects rural hospitals.


Protects nurses and other licensees.





Educate yourself about the NC campaign message and the key supporting facts. Be a messenger and share the message far and wide with your coworkers, surgeons, OR administration, your neighbors and friends.  The role as a messenger is every bit as important as the message itself!  Be the best you can be. Together we are Stronger! 
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NCSA-AST Asheville Workshop 


April 19th, 2014 





Apr 19 2014�
Asheville — Updates in Orthopedic Surgery


Event: Workshop Only


Location: Asheville Buncombe Technical Community College,�340 Victoria Road, Asheville, NC 28801. 


Contact: Robin Keith, 340 Victoria Road, Asheville, NC 28801,�828-398-7892 or 828-301-2353, � HYPERLINK "mailto:robinbkeith@abtech.edu" �robinbkeith@abtech.edu�. 


4 CE(s). approved by AST.�
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.ast-nc.org/" ��














Official Web Site: www.ast-nc.org/





NCSA-AST


PO Box 298�Summerfield, NC 27358-0298
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